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The ability to remember the seemingly infinite episodes of our lives is a miracle of the
human mind. But memory is not always accurate, and we sometimes think that an
event that never happened actually did. Such false memories can be benign, as when
we entertain each other (and our own egos) with embellished stories that have been
exaggerated across retellings. Other times they can have grave implications, as when
an eyewitness falsely recognizes an innocent person as a murderer. Over the past
decade, there has been a boom in the systematic investigation of certain types of false
memories. These are false memories of events that did not occur but are in somehow
related, via associations or similarity, to events that did occur. Hundreds of researchers
have contributed to these investigations, using a variety of tools from cognitive
psychology, neuropsychology, neuroscience, and social psychology. This volume
reviews and assesses the fruits of this vast research enterprise. In addition to
elucidating the occurrence of false memories, the paradigms that cognitive
psychologists have developed are becoming increasingly popular as tools and
methods for a variety of applications (e.g. individual differences, neuropsychological
profiles, and neuroimaging investigations). This volume will therefore be of interest to a
large number of cognitive psychologists not only researching in human memory, but
also psychologists with a variety of different research interests.
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