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The year 2006 marked the 150th anniversary of the birth of Sigmund Freud, the father
of psychoanalysis. To commemorate this event, the Austrian government sponsored a
number of academic and cultural events. Among these was a historic gathering of
representatives of the four major United States psychoanalytic organizations: the
American Academy of Psychoanalysis and Dynamic Psychiatry, the American
Psychoanalytic Asociation, Division 39 of the American Psychological Association, and
the American Association for Psychoanalysis on Clinical LSocial Work/NMCOP. The
essays presented by speakers from these organizations at the Embassy of Austria in
Washington, D.C., survey the tremendous and wide-ranging influence that Freud had
on history, contemporary society, culture and the arts. The essays form the centerpiece
of this book. Complementing these wide-ranging essays are literary works and
remarkable photographs of Freud, his family, colleagues and patients which were also
presented during the commemorative celebrations of Freud in the United States and
Austria.
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