A Brief History of Time

THE RECORD-BREAKING BESTSELLER MOW IN PAPERBACK

A BRIEF
HISTORY
OF TIVIE

From the Big Bang to Black Holes

“This book marries a
child's wonder lo a
genius's intellecl. We
lourney into Hawking's

universe, while
marvelling at his mind' i
Sanday Temos

Intraduction by Carl Sagan .'

STEH
HAWKING

A Brief History of Time F#EipEREEL

£ Stephen Hawking
H R Bantam

H R A [8):1998-10-1
“EMmi:Hardcover

1sbn:9780553109535


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Published more than two decades ago to great critical acclaim and commercial
success, A Brief History of Time has become a landmark volume in science writing.
Stephen Hawking, one of the great minds of our time, explores such profound
questions as: How did the universe begin—and what made its start possible? Does
time always flow forward? Is the universe unending—or are there boundaries? Are
there other dimensions in space? What will happen when it all ends?

Told in lan%uage we all can understand, A Brief History of Time plunges into the exotic
realms of black holes and quarks, of antimatter and “arrows of time,” of the big bang
and a bigger God—where the possibilities are wondrous and unexpected. With exciting
images and profound imagination, Stephen Hawking brings us closer to the ultimate
secrets at the very heart of creation.

This landmark volume in scientific writing leads us on an exhilarating journey to distant
galaxies, black holes, and alternate dimensions, and includes Professor Hawking's
observations about the last decade's advances -- developments that have confirmed
many of his theoretical predictions. Makes vividly clear how Professor Hawking's work
has transformed our view of the universe.

TEENA:

Stephen Hawking, who was born on the anniversary of Galileo™ s death in 1942, held
Isaac Newton’ s chair as Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at the University of
Cambridge for thirty years. Widely regarded as the most brilliant theoretical physicist
since Einstein, he is also the author of Black Holes and Baby Universes, The Universe in
a Ndutshell, A Briefer History of Time, The Grand Design, and numerous scientific books
and papers.

Biography

In the universe as a whole, the nature of black holes may be one of the most puzzling
mysteries. No less puzzling, in the slightly smaller universe of book publishing, is the
astounding popular success of Stephen Hawking's 1988 book on the matter, or
anti-matter, as it were: A Brief History of Time: From the Big Bang to Black Holes.

Clocking in at just over 200 pages, it was, indeed, brief, but it was hardly the easy read
its marketers promised. Nor did it stray much beyond the tone of a scholarly lecture,
though at times it did take quick autobiographical peeks into Hawking's personal life.
Still, 1tis just the author's persona that may have been the selling point prompting
more than 10 million people worldwide to pick up a coPy -- and to have it translated
into more than 40 languages in the 10 years since its release.

For Stephen Hawking is an instantly recognizable public ﬂﬁure -- even for those who
haven't delved into his so far unprovable theories about black holes. Stricken by
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) -- or Lou Gehrig's disease, as it is called in the States
-- while he was working toward his doctorate at Cambridge University, this Englishman
is known for the keen wit and intellect that reside within his severely disabled body. He
uses a motorized wheelchair to get around and a voice synthesizer to communicate --
a development, he complains, that has given him an American accent. He has



uest-starred, in cartoon form, on an episode of The Simpsons and has appeared in
the flesh on Star Trek: The Next Generation, using the benefits of time travel to play
poker with Albert Einstein and Isaac Newton. (He has said he doesn't believe in the
theory himself, noting that the most powerful evidence of its impossibility is the
present-day dearth of time-traveling tourists from the future.)

The son of a research biologist, Hawking resisted familial urging that he major in
biology and instead studied physics an chemist(rf\/ -- as a nod to his father -- when he
went to Oxford University as a 17-year-old. In academic writing, Hawking had an
extensive career pre-History, starting with The Large Scale Structure of Space-Time,
coauthored with G.F.R. Ellis in 1973. But in the late 1980s, faced with the expenses
incurred by hisillness, he took up Bantam Books' offer to explain the mysteries of the
universe to the lay public.

"This is one of the best books for laymen on this subject that has appeared in recent
years," The Christian Science Monitor wrote in 1988. "Hawking is one of the greatest
theoretical cosmologists of our time. He is %reater, by consensus among his
colleagues, than other expert authors who have written good popular books on the
subject recently. And he is greater, by far, than the  ‘experts' who have ‘explained'
quantum physics and cosmology in terms that support a religious agenda.” And The
New York Times in April 1988 said, "Through his cerebral journeys, Mr. Hawking is
bravely taking some of the first, though tentative, steps toward quantizing the early
universe, and he offers us a provocative glimpse of the work in progress.”

Since then, A Brief History of Time has been republished in an illustrated edition (1996)
and as an updated and expanded 10th anniversary edition (1998). In Black Holes and
Baby Universes and Other Essays, a collection of 13 essays and the transcript of an
extended interview with the BBC, Hawking turned more autobiographical, mixing
stories about his studies in college and the beginning of his awareness that he had ALS
with thoughts on how black holes can spawn baby universes and on the scientific
community's efforts to create a unified theory that will explain everything in the
universe. And in The Universe in a Nutshell, his sequel to A Brief History of Time,
Hawking takes the same approach as he did in his first bestseller, exPlammg to the lay
rﬁader such ideas as the superstring theory, supergravity, time travel, and quantum
tneory.

A common current in Hawking's writin%—— aside from his grasp of the complexities of
the universe -- is a sharp wit. In one of the rare personal reflections in A Brief History of
Time, he said he began thinking about black holes in the early 1970s in the evenings as
he was getting ready for bed: "My disability makes this rather a slow process, so I had
plenty of time." In life, he has a reputation for quickly turning his wheelchair away of a
conversation that displeases him, even running his wheels over the toes of the
offending conversant.

Fven questions about his muse are likely to draw an answer tinged with pointed
humor. When Time asked Hawking why he decided to add explaining the universe to a
schedule already taxed by his scholarly writing and lecture tours, he answered, "l have
to pay for my nurses."
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