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This collection offers a challenging new interpretation of technical knowledge in
Chinese thought and practice. Conveying technical knowledge in China through charts,

lans or drawings (tu) dates back to antiquity. Earlier studies focused on specialised
orms of tu like maps or drawings of machines. Here, however, tu is identified in
Chinese terms, viz. as a philosophical category of knowledge production: visual
templates for action, spanning a range from mandala to modernist mapping projects,
inseparable from writing but with distinctive powers of communication. A distinction is
made between two principal types of tu: ritual/symbolic and representational,
highlighting essential issues such as historical shifts in their significance, the relations
between tu and political power, media for inscribing tu and the impact of printing, and
encounters with the West.
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Started with high expectation but ended with disappointment. Only few chapters are
fairly good, some are just self-repeating, and the others are so poorly written. As
always, Brill editors are incredibly careless, irresponsible, and lazy, or simply incapable
that they should be so ashamed for being paid.
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