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This is a textbook for an introductory combinatorics course that can take up one or
two semesters. An extensive list of exercises, ranging in difficulty from "routine" to
"worthy of independent publication", is included. In each section, there are also
exercises that contain material not explicitly discussed in the text before, so as to
provide instructors with extra choices if they want to shift the emphasis of their course. 

It goes without saying that the text covers the classic areas, i.e. combinatorial choice
problems and graph theory. What is unusual, for an undergraduate textbook, is that
the author has included a number of more elaborate concepts, such as Ramsey theory,
the probabilistic method and - probably the first of its kind - pattern avoidance. While
the reader can only skim the surface of these areas, the author believes that they are
interesting enough to catch the attention of some students. As the goal of the book is
to encourage students to learn more combinatorics, every effort has been made to
provide them with a not only useful, but also enjoyable and engaging reading.
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我的第一本组合学教材...
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