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In his magnum opus, the "Historical and Critical Dictionary", Pierre Bayle offered a
series of brilliant criticisms of the major philosophical and theological systems of the
17th Century. Although officially skeptical concerning the attempt to provide a
definitive account of the truths of metaphysics, there is reason to see Bayle as a
reluctant skeptic. In particular, Ryan contends that Bayle harbored deep sympathy for
the attempt by Descartes and his most innovative successor, Nicolas Malebranche, to
establish a metaphysical system that would provide a foundation for the new
mechanistic natural philosophy while helping to secure the fundamental tenets of
rational theology. Through a careful analysis of Bayle's critical engagement with such
philosophers as Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke and Newton, it is argued that, despite his
reputation as a skeptic, Bayle was not without philosophical commitments of his own.
Drawing on the full range of Bayle's writings, from his early philosophical lectures to his
final controversial writings, Ryan offers detailed studies of Bayle's treatment of such
pivotal issues as mind-body dualism, causation and God's relation to the world.
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评论

现在越来越多的人把贝尔当做启蒙运动的关键开端，这很大程度上因为他那激烈的事实
论辩和百科全书式的历史考证，把当时仅剩的学院派哲学神学思辨给一口气打得烟消云
散了。正因如此，考察一下贝尔本人的哲学底色才更显得有意思。
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