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The most entertaining and enlightening writings by the beloved paleontologist,
evolutionary biologist, and celebrant of the wonder of life. "Nature is so wondrously
complex and varied that almost anything possible does happen....I rejoice in [its]
multifariousness and leave the chimera of certainty to politicians and preachers."
—from Ever Since Darwin

Upon his death in 2002, Stephen Jay Gould stood at the pinnacle among observers of
the natural world, recognized by Congress as a "living legend." His prodigious
legacy—sixteen best-selling and prize-winning books, dozens of scientific papers, an
unbroken series of three hundred essays in Natural History —combined to make Gould
the most widely read science writer of our time. This indispensable collection of
forty-eight pieces from his brilliant oeuvre includes selections from classics such as
Ever Since Darwin and The Mismeasure of Man , plus articles and speeches never
before published in book form.

This volume, the last that will bear his name, spotlights his elegance, de‘oth, and sheer
pleasure in our world—a true celebration of an extraordinary mind. 20 illustrations
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| only had a layperson” sinterestin SJG™ s subject matter; I have not worked out its
full circle through textual analysis, as it has little relevance to my work. But I had put
forth, against my children” s derision and Charlie’ s contempt, a bold assertion that |
have become a better learner/reader/researcher/ through the weekend.
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