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In the first book of the Stratification series, set in an earlier time in Czerneda's Trade
Pact Universe, the Clan has not yet learned how to manipulate the M'hir to travel
between worlds. Instead, they are a people divided into small tribes, scattered over a
fraction of their world, and prevented from advancing by two other powerful races who
control both technology and terrain. 

Aliens begin exploring the Clan's home planet, upsetting the delicate balance between
the three intelligent races. It is a time, too, when one young woman is on the verge of
mastering the forbidden power of the M'hir-a power that could prove to be the
salvation or ruin of her entire species...
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