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CHAPTER ONE<br > Al~out tw<~ Im.dred feet helow the ridivaE~elmei4E die Thm]<br
>Platoon of 1) (:onlpan)luid set up ils Tactical Battle Sta.-<br>lion ill a d( pressi~.|
snrromlded b~ patches of sag.hr.sh<br>amt seruh. A cornerin a low rock "4 E:vail
shehered it on two<br>sidesiV4(E a large bo.lder closi4E d i)t tlw [hird4E a.d a
parapet<br>shield stn.tH.."4Ei ..:~~VaEss t]. t~t) hid tlw h<i4Edv heal of its<br
>{~ccupants from the. err.r-vigilant sivaCE nsors of hostih\" smvoil-<br > [ance
satellites.<br> Thi4E4E set he oliVaCEtsi& ~~s d{ c~>ptiv~ [)g~m t as (:oh.an lifted<br
>a tlap and peered oul. kiiV4aE4E.Iping his li(~ad well back flom<br >llie edge of tile
canopy. The hillside b~ low th< post h lI<br>stOeply away"4( its t ea[ure.s tlec~miin~
rapidl) illdislhlet hi the<br > starlight before vanishing Com‘oh—\e\y into the
featureless<br > black of tile gorge beneadi. There was no [ilO01ii/4 aild the<br > sk~
~|s (lear its ei~"a(Estal. W]lt~[l his eves had adjusted to the<br > ~looHiiV4E (:~Illiiaii
xllil]~d his attention to the lil~;.Irer groltnd<br > aiid ilil tho(ticalh scanned tile area iii
which ttll twellliVaE~-<br > tiv~i4& lii~ !li of the platoon had been concealed ~i.lld
niotionlei~s<br > Eir the past three hours. If thev liad undert ul their foxholes<br>and
weapons pits the way he had sllown lileTn and niade<br > proptiv4CErilSO ()f the rooks
a|nd vegetahtiorg%CE they would stand<br>a good chance of escaping detection. To
lont use the<pbr >
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