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This collection considers one of the most important figures of the modern canon of
political philosophy, John Locke. A physician by training and profession, Locke not
only wrote one of the most important and well-known treatises of the modern canon,
but also made important contributions in the areas of seventeenth-century law and
public policy, epistemology, philosophy of language, religion, and economics. There
has been a long-standing debate in feminist scholarship on Locke as to whether this
early founder of modern liberal thought was a strong feminist or whether he ushered in
a new, and uniquely modem, form of sexism. The essays grapple with this controversy
but also move beyond it to the meaning of gender, the status of femininity and
masculinity, and how these affect Locke's construction of the state and law. The
volume opens with three of the early "classic" feminist essays on Locke and follows
them with reflective essays by their original authors that engage Locke with issues of
globalization and international justice. Other essays examine Locke's midwifery notes,
his treatise on education, his writings on Christianity, his contributions to poor-law
policy, his economic writings, and his
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