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Public Sociology features a wide-ranging discussion of the controversial model of a
social science that reaches out to non-academic audiences, including both average
citizens and policymakers. This approach has been greeted with enthusiasm by
supporters, and with skepticism and anxiety among critics. Both perspectives are well
represented in this volume. Some of the critical voices question whether public
sociology is even a good idea. Others dissent, arguing for a strong program in
professional sociology as an alternative. Still others express concern that public
sociology promotes a liberal-left political agenda, despite its nonpartisan pretensions.
Some elements of the model are queried, such as "critical sociology." Others are
supportive-discussing personal experiences, the benefits of an engaged social science,
and how it could take social science into a broader, global marketplace.
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