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In 1930, the Olmsted Brothers and Harland Bartholomew & Associates submitted a
report, "Parks, Playgrounds, and Beaches for the Los Angeles Region", to the Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce. After a day or two of coverage in the newspapers, the
report dropped from sight. The plan set out a system of parks and parkways, children's
playgrounds, and public beaches. It is a model of ambitious, intelligent, sensitive
planning commissioned at a time when land was available, if only the city planners
had had the fortitude and vision to act on its recommendations. "Parks, Playgrounds,
and Beaches" has become a highly valued but difficult-to-find document. In this book,
Greg Hise and William Deverell examine the reasons it was called for, analyze why it
failed, and open a discussion about the future of urban public space. In addition to
their introduction and a facsimile reproduction of the report, Eden by Design includes
a dialogue between Hise, Deverell, and widely admired landscape architect Laurie Olin
that illuminates the significance of the Olmsted-Bartholomew report and situates it in
the history of American landscape planning.
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评论

感觉到第一章确实是还原了历史。这个失败了的proposal是美国的progessive
era发生的事，规划设计沿袭了格迪斯的传统——在规划之前进行调查，方法其实是正
确的。而当时社会并没有做好实施这样一个大型项目的准备。可是从progressive
era过渡到了New
Deal之后又如何呢？美国如此权力分散以至于到现在大型公共项目还是做不起来。
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