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In this timely new study, one of our major political analysts, Seymour Martin Lipset,
explores the deeply held but often inarticulated beliefs that shape America's society
and thought. Is this country in the throes of a revolution from the right? Is it in decline
morally? Is Japan about to replace us as the leading economic power? Why does the
United States have the highest crime rate, the most persons per capita in prison? Why
is our electoral turnout so low? Why are we the most open, socially mobile society and
the most unequally developed nation in income distribution?
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评论

Being exceptional does not always mean being "advanced". Meanwhile,
"exceptionalism" should be understood and interpreted as a relative concept. America
is America because it is built upon the American Creed. Americans are Americans
because they can hardly agree on what they want to achieve while they still work
together.
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-----------------------------
123 回答why there is no labor party or socialism in America. “American
exceptionalism”。AE强调美国独特的ideologies，（自由主义，个人主义，平等，民
粹主义，自由放任主义)
分析社会结构（重点：社会流动），政治结构和这些观念的相互作用如何决定了工人政
党的失败。(cf. 马克思主义）（socio-historical
determinants？）不同于将欧洲与美国的比较（e.g.
feudalism)，lipest比较了加拿大和美国(结构和文化上有更强的相似性)，具体的经验分
析跳脱了决定论的框架，但最后他又把这些不同归因到ideology上面...让我觉得他只是
建了一个spectrum…
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书评

美国例外论主要谈美国如何从内在上区别于其他国家。对于构成美国例外论的因素，李
普塞特指出了五点：自由，平等主义，个人主义，平民主义（populism）和经济上的
自由放任[5]。李普塞特还特别澄清，美国意义上的平等主义，包含了机会和尊重的平
等，而不是结果或者条件的平等。这...  
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