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This is the first book in any lan%uage to explore the cultural connotations of childhood
in the early phases of Chinese history. Drawing qun both traditional and archeological
materials, this study encompasses the stages of human development that begin with
the embryo and extend to late adolescence. While texts from China's most ancient
period scarcely mention children, rather suddenly, in Han times (206 BiAD 220), the
written record begins to feature fairly detailed references to children and the
childhoods of famous figures. The aim of this book is to identify the cultural conditions
that place children and childhood near the center of intellectual debate during this
period. These conditions are related to the establishment of a centralized empire and
are expressed in the discourse surrounding cosmology, medicine, law, statecraft,
and--most important--dynastic history. The book describes the dangers that haunted
children of high status, with the rules of succession, shifting power structures at court,
and traditional views on patriarchy and parental authority%ndudmg the right of life
and death over children) contributing to their vulnerability.
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