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At the greatest moments and in the cruelest times, black women have been a crucial

part of America's histo%. Now, the inspiring history of black women in America is

ﬁxplored in vivid detail by two leadersin the fields of African American and women's
istory.

A Shining Thread of Hope chronicles the lives of black women from indentured
servitude in the early American colonies to the cruelty of antebellum plantations, from
the reign of lynch law in the Jim Crow South to the triumphs of the Civil Rights era, and
it illustrates how the story of black women in America is as much a tale of courage and
hope as it is a history of struggle. On both an individual and a collective level, A Shining
Thread of Hope reveals the strength and spirit of black women and brings their stories
from the fringes of American history to a central position in our understanding of the
forces and events that have shaped this country.
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there are normative assu mﬁtions workin within the system, but nevertheless good
enough to understand the history.
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