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Schor (economics of leisure studies, Tilburg Univ., Netherlands) and Holt (advertising
and sociology, Univ. of lllinois) have collected an impressive arrag of articles treatm%
the multifarious aspects of consumer society. The anthology gathers classic essays by
Theodor W. Adorno, Max Horkheimer, John Kenneth Galbraith, Stuart Ewen, Pierre
Bourdieu, and other familiar critics of consumption and supplements them with
newer, lesser-known works. Topics range from Barry Manilow fan clubs and black
Barbie dolls to Italian scooters and adman Bill Bernbach's groundbreaking publicity
campaign for Volkswagon in the early Sixties. The result is a rich, complex portrait of
commodity consumption in the United States and other parts of the Western world. In
the end, the anthology lets the reader decide: does society emCPovver consumers to
purchase things that will increase their sense of well-being and individuality, or have
we become slaves to global capitalism, buying things we do not need and in the
process destrormgthe planet with our wasteful habits? Recommended for academic
and larger public libraries. (Introduction not seen.)DAndrew Brodie Smith, Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial Lib., Washington, DC
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Ifonly there is no Adorno!!l
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