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Realism and Social Science offers the reader an authoritative and compelling guide to
critical realism and its implications for social theory and for the practice of social
science. It offers an alternative both to approaches which are overly confident about
the possibility of a successful social science and those which are defeatist about any
possibility of progress in understanding the social world. Written by one of the leading
social theorists in the field, it demonstrates the virtues of critical realism for theory and
empirical research in social science, and provides a critical engagement with leading
non-realist approaches.

作者介绍: 

Andrew Sayer is Professor of Social Theory and Political Economy at Lancaster
University.
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评论

Sayer
回應建構論與實在論的挑戰，將社會本體建構為封閉的分層本體。將實在界分為empiri
cal、actual、real三層。人之認知則由signifier-signified-referent三角形成。

-----------------------------
一个人追求真理和一个人认为世界上不存在真理并没有什么逻辑矛盾。一个人认为世界
上存在真理不见得他就能发现真理（中世纪经院哲学？）。而且feyeraband早就指出科
学家们可以完全无视这种对认知论的讨论而不影响科学进展。加个realism的名字不代
表你研究的东西就比别人的更real。滥用数学不对，滥用哲学就有理吗？
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