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This classic text, originally published in 1991 and now revised and updated to include a
new preface, draws upon fieldwork and interviews to explore the ways gay men and
lesbians are constructing their own notions of kinship by drawing on the symbolism of
love, friendship, and biology.
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e a9BY B Like erotic relations, bonds symbolized by blood prove
termmable precisely because they are selectwely perpetuated rather than
‘naturally” given. A degree of choice always enters into the decision to count (or
discount) someone as a relative
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Familial relationship is widely understood as unbroken, natural, inherited blood ties
among family members and therefore its legitimacy seems to lie in heterosexual
i(nterc)ourse and biological procreation. However, in her book Families We Choose
1997), K...
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