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In a world characterized by an encroaching homogeneity induced by the growth of
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multi-national corporations and globalization, the causes of difference accrue new
levels of importance. This is as true of tourism as in many other spheres of life and one
cause of differentiation for tourism promotion is the culture of Indigenous Peoples.
This offers opportunities for cultural renaissance, income generation and enhanced
political empowerment, but equally there are possible costs of creating commodities
out of aspects of life that previously possessed spiritual meaning. This book examines
these issues from many different perspectives; from those of product design and
enhancement; of the aspirations of various minority groupings; and the patterns of
displacements that occur displacements that are not simply spatial but also social and
cultural. How can these changes be managed? Case studies and analysis is offered,
derived from many parts of the globe including North America, Asia and Australasia.
The contributors themselves have, in many instances, worked closely with groups and
organizations of Indigenous Peoples and attempt to give voice to their concerns. The
book is divided into various themes, each with a separate introduction and
commentary. The themes included are: visitor experiences, who manages indigenous
cultural tourism product, events and artifacts, and conceptualisation and aspiration. In
a short final section, the silences are noted each silence representing a potential
challenge for future research to build upon the notions and lessons reported in the
book. The book is edited by Professor Chris Ryan from New Zealand, and Michelle
Aicken of Horwath Asia Pacific.
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