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Excavations at 9 Albert Embankment in the London Borough of Lambeth uncovered
important new evidence for one of the lesser-known 'pothouses' of the Doulton
company. This small pottery factory operated from the 1870s to 1926 and its main
products were stoneware bottles, essentially the containers for products such as
ginger beer and ink. While these types of stoneware vessel are a common find on
archaeological sites, their actual manufacturing process has rarely been studied. The
remains of five 'downdraught' pottery kilns were recorded in the MoLAS excavations of
2001-2. Two of the kilns formed part of the first pothouse of the 1870s, and there were
three more kilns from the enlarged pothouse of the 1890s. At their demolition, the kilns
were backfilled with a mixture of whole pots, kiln furniture and refractory bricks: it is
this significant body of material that has enabled a study of both the products and the
manufacturing process. The book sets the pottery in its historical context, and explores
the links between Henry Doulton, the proprietor, and other Victorian businessmen. The
publication shows how Doulton exploited Lambeth in pursuit of the mass market.
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