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In the midst of the largest wave of immigration in history, America, mythical land of
immigrants, is once again contemplating a future in which new arrivals will play a
crucial role in reworking the fabric of the nation. At the center of this prospect are the
children of immigrants, who make up one fifth of America's youth. This study offers an
interdisciplinary view of who these children are and what their future might hold. For
immigrant children, the authors write, it is the best of times and the worst. These
children are more likely than any previous generation of immigrants to end up in Ivy
League universities - or unschooled, on parole, or in prison. Most arrive as motivated
students, respectful of authority and quick to learn English. Yet, at the same time, many
face huge obstacles to success, such as poverty, prejudice, the trauma of immigration
itself, and exposure to the materialistic, hedonistic world of their native-born peers.
The authors describe how forces within and outside the family shape these children's
developing sense of identity and their ambivalent relationship with their adopted
country. Their book demonstrates how "Americanization", long an immigrant ideal,
has, in a nation so diverse and full of contradictions, become ever harder to define, let
alone achieve.
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标签

评论

教育学基础课的必读书目。3节课读完，总体还是不错的。赞一下夫妻档作者5年的移民
教育大研究。这本书里没有太多理论抽象的东西，作者大多列举个案动之以情。所以看
了三章以后果断买下续集Learning a New
Land（夫妻档作者后几年的研究成果），期待一下。
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