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Zones of social abandonment are emerging everywhere in Brazil’s big cities–places
like Vita, where the unwanted, the mentally ill, the sick, and the homeless are left to
die. This haunting, unforgettable story centers on a young woman named Catarina,
increasingly paralyzed and said to be mad, living out her time at Vita. Anthropologist
João Biehl leads a detective-like journey to know Catarina; to unravel the cryptic,
poetic words that are part of the “dictionary” she is compiling; and to trace the
complex network of family, medicine, state, and economy in which her abandonment
and pathology took form.

As Biehl painstakingly relates Catarina’s words to a vanished world and elucidates
her condition, we learn of subjectivities unmade and remade under economic
pressures, pharmaceuticals as moral technologies, a public common sense that lets
the unsound and unproductive die, and anthropology’s unique power to work
through these juxtaposed fields. Vita’s methodological innovations, bold fieldwork,
and rigorous social theory make it an essential reading for anyone who is grappling
with how to understand the conditions of life, thought and ethics in the contemporary
world.

作者介绍: 

João Biehl is Professor of Anthropology at Princeton University. His website is
www.joaobiehl.net. Torben Eskerod is an artist and works as a freelance photographer
in Copenhagen.
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2019-10-03 20:30 [吳易澄]（新竹馬偕醫院精神科醫師）
[https://www.openbook.org.tw/article/p-62621]
出身神學與哲學，再踏入人類學領域的朱歐．畢尤（João
Biehl），長期進行全球健康議題的書寫。他的研究一向關注在最黑暗的人性角落裡，
人們奮鬥掙扎求生存活的過程與意...  
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