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We live in ageing societies. Age preoccupies governments as much as individuals. A
new affluence has spread across society and across the lifecourse. For many people
looking forward to retirement, later life has changed for the better. But with this
positive outcome for older people have come policy and social dilemmas for
governments and individuals alike.

Drawing on a wide range of sources, this book analyses the social nature of later life in
the context of the history of welfare states, the emergence of consumer society and the
growth of individualism. The book argues that the third age, its origins, identity and
contradictions are central to understanding the future of our society.

"Contexts of Ageing" is certain to stimulate academic debate. It is also appropriate for
adoption on a range of courses. The book is written in a lively and accessible way,
giving it appeal to upper-level undergraduates and postgraduates taking courses in
sociology, social policy and health studies. Students and professionals working in the
areas of nursing, health care and social gerontology will also find this book of interest.
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