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Native Peoples living around the Gulf of Mexico had much in common, from the time of
the earliest hunter-fisher-gatherers onward. There have been hypotheses of prehistoric
interaction between the southeastern United States and Mesoamerica, but
explorations of the processes have been few. This volume chronicles the
archaeological continuities and discontinuities along the Gulf Coast from Archaic
through Postclassic/Mississippian times and later, including shell mounds/middens
and estuarine adaptations, subsistence similarities, the relationship of early settlement
and sea level rise, cultural complexity, early monumental construction, long-distance
exchange relations, and symbolism and iconography. Many debatable issues are
explored. Northeastern Mexico is a region relatively remote from the Mesoamerican
heartland, as is coastal Texas from the southeastern United States. The connecting
area of the south Texas/Mexican coast may have been too inhospitable for much
habitation, thus inhibiting interaction, yet some artifact types and styles, not to
mention food crops, crossed these boundaries. The long-distance diffusion of ideas of
sociocultural complexity, food production, and monument construction are
reexamined in "Gulf Coast Archaeology" with new data and wide geographic
prespectives. This book is an important contribution to the hypothesis of prehistoric
culture contact and interaction between native groups in North America and
Mesoamerica, which has been an openly debated topic over the last century.
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