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In this chilling account of an America in political and cultural decline, media critics
Elliot D. Cohen and Bruce W. Fraser show how mainstream media corporations like
CNN, Fox, and NBC (General Electric) together with giant telecoms like Comcast,
Verizon, and AT&T have become administration pawns in a well-organised effort to
hijack America. Cohen and Fraser show in blunt terms how incredible power, control,
and wealth have been amassed in the hands of an elite few while the rest of us have
been systematically manipulated, deceived, and divested of our freedom. Callin%
attention to the Project for the New American Century (PNAC), a carefully devised plan
forinternational dominion launched by high officials in the Bush administration, this
book tells the story of an America quietly being stripped of its democratic way of life on
its way to becoming a full-blown authoritarian state. The authors detail how
mainstream media have failed us in covering issues crucial to the survival of American
democracy - the Bush administration's domestic spying program; the facts about the
September 11 attacks; presidential election fraud; the events leading up to the Irag
war; and the selling out of Internet freedom, to name just some. They reveal how
corporate media have systematically attempted to dumb down and distract us from
reality with sex and violence; how government has used corporate media to "shock
and awe" Americans into surrendering their constitutional rights in the name of the
"War on Terrorism"; and how media personalities have been complicit in the mass
deception. The final chapter points out important ways in which Americans can
counter the erosion of democracy by relying less on mainstream media and more on
independent news sources, through grassroots activism, peaceful assembly, and
fexercismg their free speech, and by using critical thinking to expose the dangers we
ace.
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