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The unifying theme of this broad-reaching volume is that responsible, ethical, and
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effective social work practice rests on the diagnostic skills of the practitioner. Social
work diagnosis refers to the conscious formulation of an ongoing set of decisions
about the client and his or her situation, which serve as the basis for intervention -
decisions for which the practitioner must be prepared to take responsibility. Diagnostic
skill development is an ongoing process principally enhanced by a continuous
commitment to remain at the cutting edge of the profession's body of knowledge
contained in some 200 important social work periodicals in circulation. Francis J.
Turner, a preeminent clinical scholar brings together in one volume some of the best
work published since 2000, each reflecting new insights into understanding
psychosocial situations and innovative methods of applying knowledge and skills in an
increasingly effective manner. Each of the 79 articles in this volume highlights some of
the critical dimensions of contemporary social work practice, guiding clinicians to
address four key aspects in order to craft an accurate diagnosis. The first section
presents articles covering the developmental spectrum, each of which fully explains
various ages and stages of development. The second section focuses on a range of
specific situations, helping practitioners and students enrich their understanding of
different types of problems they meet in contemporary practice, whether they are
based in mental illness, psychosocial issues, or physical ailments. The third section
addresses the crucial component of diversity, demonstrating the complexity and
critical importance of truly understanding clients and their lives. The last section of the
book discusses innovative approaches to practice, selected to offer practitioners easy
access to the latest interventions for a host of contemporary challenges facing clients
and their therapists.
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