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The main aim of the book is to provide a forum for opinions held by Arabs who are
neither Western puppets nor fanatical nationalists or Islamists, but rather academics
with a vast knowledge of the Middle East as well as of the West. The authors all support
the building of a democratic secular Middle East, but their writings also show that
although there is no easy way to achieve this goal, neither is there any excuse for not
making the attempt. Contributors: Nader Fergany author of the Arab Human
Development Reports; Raymond Hinnebusch professor of International Relations and
Middle East Politics, University of St. Andrews; Yezid Sayigh consultant to the
international donor community in Palestine; Samir Aita Syrian scholar and dissident;
Graham Usher British journalist; Hanan Rabbani Palestinian consultant for Amnesty
International; Mai Yamani (Saudi Arabia) research fellow with the Middle East
Programme at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House; Fowziyah
Abu-Khalid Saudi sociologist; Amal Shlash Iraq; Huda Al-Nu'aimi Iraq; Jorgen S. Nielsen
Professor, director of the Danish Institute in Damascus.
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