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The temple of Queen Hantshepsut at Deir el-Bahari at Luxor is one of the most
fascinating architectural monuments of Ancient Egypt. It has been explored and
reconstructed by Polish archaeologists for several decades and the present volume is
the most recent result of these activities. The author tracks the history of the sanctuary
in the Ptolemaic and Roman periods when it housed a lively cult of two Ancient
Egyptian "saints," the deified sages Amenhotep son of Hapu and Imhotep. The book
contains the complete edition of Greek sources connected to this cult, including 320
inscriptions left by pilgrims on the walls of the temple, as well as several ostraca and
votive monuments. On the basis of this material, different aspects of the cult are
discussed in a synthetic part of the book. These include: the topography of the cult and
its history; gods worshipped in the temple; forms of the cult; the economic side of the
cult; the visitors of the temple. The study closes with a chapter devoted to Deir
el-Bahari in the Late Antique period when the place was frequented by a pagan
corporation of ironworkers from Hermonthis.
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