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This study of Williams provides the most detailed account available of the sociological
dimensions of his project. While mcludmig an overview of the central themes
throughout his vvritmgs, it seeks especially to unlock his late sociology of culture.
Previously overlooked aspects of Williams's 'mature' work are thus highlighted. These
include: his critique of Birmingham cultural studies; his critique of conservative
sociological orthodoxies; his debt to the work of the Frankfurt School; his use of an
Adorno-like approach to 'cultural production’; his 'social formalist' alternative to
formalism, structuralism, and post-structuralism; his later work on 'the media'. All
these are related to his radical democratic vision. Comparisons are drawn between
Williams's initiatives and contemporary sociologists such as Habermas and Bourdieu.
The book is thus relevant to many contemporary theoretical debates and aims
particularly to make Williams's sociological project available for concrete analysis
within sociology, media studies and cultural studies.
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