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We are all caught up in our children's lives. We all remember our own schooldays and,
as parents, we watch anxiously as our children go through it. As we look at the world of
teaching from the outside we wonder not only what is going on but what we can do to
help. Jonathan Smith, a born teacher and writer, takes us on his personal journey from
his first days as a pupil through to the challenges of his professional and private life on
the other side of the desk. He makes us feels what it is like to be a teacher facing the
joys and the battles of a class. How do you influence a child? He describes how you
catch and stretch their minds. What difference can a teacher make, or how much
damage can he do? Should clever pupils teach themselves? What works in the
classroom world and what does not? And while influencing the young, how do you
develop yourself, how do you teach yourself to keep another life and find that elusive
balance? This is a compelling and combative story, warmly anecdotal in approach, yet
as sharp in its views of the current debates as it is sensitive in its psychological
understanding. From the first page to the last, and without a hint of jargon, this
inspiring book rings true.
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