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New areas of research are not the result of a snap of the finger. They are carved out of
the marrow of human existence. The study of genocide well illustrates this raw fact.
From the early efforts that emerged in the struggle against Nazism, and over the past
half century, the field has now reached a point where there at least five genocide
centers across the globe, and well over one hundred Holocaust centers. This work
emerged out of an earlier effort at an oral history project; one that would enable a new
generation of scholars, researchers and policy makers to assess the major loci of the
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field, efforts to develop ways and means to intervene and prevent future genocides,
and review the successes and failures of the field.The editors of Pioneers of Genocide
Studies emphasize that contributors should approach the questions of greatest
relevance in a personal way, crafting a statement that reveals one's individual voice,
persuasions, literary style, scholarly perspectives, and relevant details of one's life. The
book succeeds admirably in the above aims, and, in so doing, epitomizes scholarly
autobiographical writing at its best. The book also includes the most important works
by each author on the issue of genocide. As a result, the collective portrait enhances
the usefulness of the volume for those new to the field.
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