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Peeking through the Keyhole is about transformations in the way we live and the
places we call home. Until the past few decades, transitions in the style of homes and
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types of households were slow and gradual. With today's instant communication, the
way we observe other people, other cultures, and other times has altered, and been
altered by, the homes we live in. Avi Friedman and David Krawitz guide the reader
through the trends and changes that have influenced residential design and
construction over the last fifty years. From kitchens to home offices to entire
neighbourhoods, they unravel the effect of technology and consumerism on the way
we perceive and use domestic space, arguing that the home is no longer a product of
pure design but a response to factors and forces beyond the control of designers,
builders, and users. Each chapter approaches the theme of home from a different
vantage point: the first three chapters focus on food and kitchens, communication,
construction and renovation; the middle chapters deal with childhood and aging; and
the final chapters examine our ideas of home in the context of the broader community
and as an object of commerce. The authors demonstrate how much life has changed
in the years following the Second World War, showing how transformations in society,
the economy, and lifestyles are reflected in our homes. Of related interest The Grow
Home Avid Friedman Hardback - 0-7735-2168-2 - GBP22.95
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