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The butt of endless jokes and the focus of considerable anguish, shopping offers
significant insights into contemporary social relations and their nuances. This book is
about shopping for ordinary things. It is also about love and devotion manifest within
families and about the nature of sacrificial ritual. A significant contributor to material
culture studies, Daniel Miller is an acute observer and an exceptional storyteller. He
approaches shopping not as an end in itself but as a means to discover what people's
practices, closely observed, reveal about their relationships.The ethnographic sections
of the book are based on a year's study of shopping on a street in North London. This
provides the basis for a sensitive description of how shoppers develop and imagine the
social relationships most important to them through the medium of selecting goods.
Among the characteristics of these shopping expeditions are the concept of "the treat",
and the centrality of thrift. Miller juxtaposes on his account of shopping various
theories that anthropologists have brought to bear on the ritual of sacrifice, including
that of the French philosopher George Bataille. He then integrates these elements to
postulate his theory of shopping as sacrifice in terms as original and as utterly
engaging as the stories he tells of individual shoppers.
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书评

最近读的一本书。最大的感受，英国人真大胆，竟敢把自己在伦敦一个街区对家庭日常
用品消费的研究称作“A theory of
shopping"。乍一读还说得头头是道，不过其实现的假设是商业主义的高度完备。书中
提到的模型对那些正在转型，或者是不具备发展商业主义的地方来说，即使...  
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