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From Publishers Weekly

Following a 1990 poll which found that girls suffer plummeting self-esteem and

reduced expectations as they enter adolescence, {oumalist Orenstein visited two
California middle schools to take a more personal look at the statistics.
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From Library Journal
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Troubled by the 1990 American Association of University Women report on the loss of
self-esteem by American girls between the ages of nine and 15, journalist Orenstein
sought the human stories behind the statistics. She worked for a year with girls from
two California schools, interviewing students, their families, teachers, and the
administrators of the two schools. She also observed classes, school ground behavior,
and home life. Not aiming for an academic study, Orenstein places information from
various studies in footnotes to the children's narratives. Her text focuses instead on
situations ranging from subtle but definite discouragement of female students to a
blatant devaluing of all students. Although there were other factors involved, she
concentrates on the stories from school in describing the wrenching and all-too-typical
conditions many girls face. Recommended for public libraries, high school libraries,
and academic libraries with women's studies or education collections.

Sharon Firestone, Ross-Blakley Law Lib., Arizona State Univ., Tempe
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