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Once lauded as the wave of the African future, Zambia's economic boom in the 1960s
and early 1970s was fueled by the export of copper and other primary materials. Since
the mid-1970s, however, the urban economy has rapidly deteriorated, leaving workers
scrambling to get by. "Expectations of Modernity" explores the social and cultural
responses to this prolonged period of sharp economic decline. Focusing on the
experiences of mineworkers in the Copperbelt region, James Ferguson traces the
failure of standard narratives of urbanization and social change to make sense of the
Copperbelt's recent history. He instead develops alternative analytic tools appropriate
foran 'ethno%raphy of decline'. Ferguson shows how the Zambian copper workers
understand their own experience of social, cultural, and economic 'advance' and
'decline’. Ferguson's ethnographic study transports us into their lives - the dynamics of
their relations with family and friends, as well as copper companies and government
agencies. Theoretically sophisticated and vividly written, "Expectations of Modernity”
will appeal not only to those interested in Africa today, but to anyone contemplating
the illusory successes of today's globalizing economy.

EENA:

[fEEREIT]

ERHT - R (James \ o i y \
Ferguson) , EEARFZR, FTEMSBEFRAEBIBUOFMALTHE, LERZIBY
REHAIIZMEZ, MERMFRELAFZEBER DR FF L, F7T198

3
SEERIA A A& AL P (L, 1990~ 20030 B SIANER T A BT AR
SZ ML, HT 010 B AP HIE, NEEAY A SRS F
B8, AAPRTL

Ry
v
ik

HEBHSHKAESBIEN (SERE, BT, ML AT) |, RN
BRI NG, HE%ENEAT. Be ALITE. BXVENTTE. §
HOHH S, TREES ( ) o (et
CRRIMS T A ER )

REANSE. FRAN RE ) (1990
| (1997) . CAEPpmes: mEbsmn A
) oT) | (RN )

2006) . (A& nERFTEGES) (2015

[1ZE ]

W75, RERKRF A ZKBEFEIHIT,

I6ER, RERVAZAYSEEIRERE, TERRTN; KEEHTE SIHEN
5. ADSKEHR. BEAREEERM. PERIIHIMEHA.

TR, PERIARFAXSLZEFRRZE. TE2HRSANERLZER. 2508
BRMERS K ES.

PN, PERIARFHFEIER, REESEKAMNS/ NMTREREER, HEWHL



H

MEER, EXESESHREG T2 EirxE. IEMEEN.

H=x:

Expectations of Modernity FEigEE1

TR AR
R
AME
Modernity
FEM

Zgn el

HACIE

Tie

"This book is about the modernisation myth, and what happens when it is turned
upside down, shaken, and shattered. "

HMLisa RofelfyOther Modernities& it E~~
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