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Why has monarchy been such a prevalent institution throughout history and in such a
diverse range of societies? Kingship is at the heart of both ritual and politics and has
major implications for the theory of social and cultural anthropology. Yet, despite the
contemporary fascination with royalty, anthropologists have sorely neglected the
subject in recent decades.This book combines a strong theoretical argument with a
wealth of ethnography from kingships in Africa, Asia and the Pacific. Quigley gives a
timely and much-needed overview of the anthropology of kingship and a crucial
reassessment of the contributions of Frazer and Hocart to debates about the nature
and function of royal ritual. From diverse fieldwork sites, a number of eminent
anthropologists demonstrate how ritual and power intertwine to produce a series of
variations around myth, tragedy and historical realities. However, underneath this
diversity, two common themes invariably emerge: the attempt to portray kingship as
timeless and perfect, and the dual nature of the king as sacred being and scapegoat.
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评论

大部分文章都没什么味道，但是大贯出品必属精品。并不觉得有对王权研究有很大贡献
，对话略单薄。
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