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Long considered the lifeblood of black urban neighborhoods, churches are thought to
be dedicated to serving their surrounding communities. But Omar McRoberts's work in
Four Corners, a tough Boston neighborhood containing twenty-nine congregations,
reveals a very different picture. McRoberts finds, for example, that most of the churches
in Four Corners are attended and run by people who do not live in the neighborhood
but who worship there because of the low overhead. These churches, McRoberts
argues, are communities in and of themselves, with little or no attachment to the
surrounding neighborhood. They are consequently less inclined to cooperate with
neighborhood revitalization or respond to the immediate needs of neighborhood
residents. Streets of Glory teaches a startling lesson about the relationship between
congregations and neighborhoods that will be of interest to anyone concerned with
the revitalization of the inner city.
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宗教

城市

评论

1/3/4/5/8章。讲城市变迁背景下黑人社区的教会问题，比较中规中矩的定性研究，用
语温和又respectful（“我虽然不反对这几位作者的结论，但认为现实中的图景更加复
杂……”）章节安排上看不出什么太多关联，给我的感觉是把作者几年来的论文揉了揉
就全部丢进了这本书里。题外话是：为了写读书报告去图书馆借回家，你们能想象我看
着整整一柜子关于黑人教会和城市问题的书的时候内心的心情吗？
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