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Combining first hand accounts of the attractions and distractions of city life, this book
also introduces a wide range of perspectives about creating successful, livable cities,
with examples from across America and around the world. The book conveys what
leading thinkers--including James Howard Kunstler, Jane Holtz Kay, Tony Hiss, Phillip
Lopate, Bill McKibben, Myron Orfield, and john powell, among others--say about such
topics as smart growth, opportunity-based housing, traffic calming, pedestrian rights,
regional planning, riverfront development, urban agriculture, and the pleasures of a
saunter down tree-lined streets to restaurants, theaters, and shops, with the presence
of other people.
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