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This work determines the processes that strengthen hostility between opposing
groups and identifies those who are willing to act in order to change these situations.
The backdrop of the Arab-Israeli conflict is used to demonstrate how collective
identities are shaped by membership in ethnic and religious groups, and how these
identities influence attitudes and behaviour. It examines political attitudes, hatred of
"others," and willingness to assume responsibility for the various social issues of this
conflict. This book takes a fresh approach to the Arab-Israeli conflict by relating it to
three distinct societies: Jews, Arabs, and Palestinians. Though it deals with conflict, this
assessment is optimistic in the sense that it shows that bridges can be built and
maintained among these groups. These bridges are still small and fragile, but may be
the structures upon which more elaborate relationships may be developed.
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