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During the Golden Age of baseball, as many as 59 minor leagues operated in a single
season, and hundreds of G.I.s returning home from World War II competed in them for
the big break that would land them one of only 400 spots on 16 teams in the majors.
These were truly the days when athletes played purely for the love of the game,
motivated by goals that seemed always just beyond their fingertips. Among the many
men who endured shocking extremes in pursuit of that diamond-plate dream was first
baseman Ed Mickelson. This book relates the entirety of his 11-year struggle against
the odds of success. A talented athlete from his early youth, Mickelson followed the
game he loved across continental America, winning some and losing some, but always
persevering. While a recruit for Lynchburg in the Class B Piedmont League, Mickelson
maintained a league-leading .393 batting average.
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