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This is a riveting portrait of Pablo Acosta, the scar-faced Mexican padrino who
controlled crime along 250 miles of the Rio Grande. It is a linear work that traces the
drug lord's rise from humble beginnings, his rapid ascension to power through murder
and treachery, his smuggling of sixty tons of cocaine a year into the United States, his
struggles to defend his expanding empire against rivals, the betrayals and
over-indulgence that fostered his downfall, and his dramatic death at the hands of the
same police system that had been giving him protection.
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