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Sixth-grader Blanca dreams of being a teacher, but even at such a young age she
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knows obstacles block her way: Her family is poor, her Mexican-born parents speak
little English, and her underachieving brother and friends chide her academic
endeavors. Yet the encouragement of her classroom teacher--and a portrait that she
drew in second grade of herself standing in front of a blackboard--inspires her to reach
higher. Jane Medina's carefully crafted poems, in both English and Spanish, tell the
story of Blanca: the barrio she knows, the people she cares for, and the young Latina's
struggle for empowerment and self-esteem.
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