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Widely regarded as "The Oldest Military Treatise in the World," this landmark work
covers principles of strategy, tactics, maneuvering, communication, and supplies; the
use of terrain, fire, and the seasons of the year; the classification and utilization of
spies; the treatment of soldiers, including captives, all have a modern ring to them.
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Sun Tzu, also called Sun Wu , is traditionally considered to be the author of The Art of
War (also simply called the Sun Tzu), an immensely influential ancient Chinese book
on military strategy. The work is considered to be a prime example of Taoist strategy.
Whether or not he'is an authentic historical figure is vigorously debated by historians.
Traditional accounts place him in the Spring and Autumn Period of China (722-481 BC)
as a heroic general of the King of Wu that lived c. 544—496 BC. Scholars accepting his
historicity place his writing of the Art of War in the Warring States Period (403-221 BC),
based on the descriptions of warfare in the text. Traditional accounts state that his
descendant, Sun Bin, also wrote a master treatise on military tactics.

Sun Tzu, both as an author of the Art of War and a legendary ﬁéure, had animmense
impact on Chinese and Asian history and culture. During the 19th and 20th centuries,

the Art of War gained popularity and saw practical use in Western society. He remains
highly influential in both Asian and Western culture and politics.
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