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During the night of August 14, 1944, an Italian prisoner of war was lynched on the Fort
Lawton army base in Seattle--a murder that shocked the nation and the international
community. It was a time of deep segregation in the army, and the War Department
was quick to charge three African American soldiers with first-degree murder, although
there was no evidence linking them to the crime. Forty other black soldiers faced lesser
charges over the incident, launching one of the lagest and longest army trials of World
War Il. In this harrowing story of race, privilege, and power, Jack Hamann explores the
most overlooked civil rights event in American history. "On American Soil" raises
important questions about how justice is carried out when a country is at war, offering
vital lessons on the tensions between national security and individual rights. Jack
Hamann has been a news reporter, network correspondent, and documentary
producer for more than two decades and has served most recently as Seattle bureau
chief for The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. He has won ten Emmy Awards for his work.
"On American Soil" won the 2005 Investigative Reporters and Editors Book Award;
previous winners include Bob Woodward, Seymour Hersh, and Neil Sheehan, among
others. "Not only riveting, "On American Soil" is also essential reading for anyone
concerned about the delicate balance between national security and individual rights.
Jack Hamann proves that a true tale well told can be as gripping as fiction." - James
Bradley, author of "Flags of Our Fathers" and "Flyboys" "Rarely has a book inspired
legislation in the U.S. Congress, but that is exactly what happened with Jack Hamann's
"On American Soil." | had barely finished reading it before | instructed my staff to
introduce legislation directing the Secretary of the Army to re-open the cases of the
African American soldiers, find the truth, and correct any injustice found. This is an
important book, and I hope many more people have the opportunity to read it." -
Congressman Jim McDermott
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