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This detailed examination of the way in which the Roman army operated during a war
and how it fought a battle breaks away from existing studies, which mostly concentrate
on the army in peacetime, and attempts to understand the army as an institution
whose ultimate purpose was to wage war. Adrian Goldsworthy explores the influence
to the Roman army's organization on its behaviour during a campaign, emphasizing its
great flexibility in comparison to most of its opponents. He considers the factors
determining the result of a conflict and proposes, contrary to orthodox opinion, that
the Roman army was able to adapt successfully to any type of warfare. Following the
technique pioneered by John Keegan in The Face of Battle (1976), Dr Goldsworthy
builds up a precise picture of what happened during battle: tactics employed,
weaponry, leadership, behaviour of individuals as well as groups of soldiers, and, of
utmost importance, morale.
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战争

罗马史

古罗马

古典学

评论

運用John
Keegan研究近現代戰爭的那套理論來研究羅馬軍事(這套理論早已經被Hanson用來研究
古希臘軍事了)，核心部分是後三章，主要探討了generals，units以及individual
soldiers在決定戰役勝負中的作用。
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