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First published in 1922, “The Waste Land,” T.S.Eliot’ s masterpiece,is notonly one
of the key works of modernism but also one of the greatest poetic achievements of the
twentieth century. A richly allusive pilgrimage of spiritual and psychological torment
and redemption, Eliot” s poem exerted a revolutionary influence on his
contemporaries, summoning forth a potent new poetic language. As Kenneth Rexroth
wrote, Eliot “articulated the mind of an epoch in words that seemed its most natural
expression.”  Ascommanding as his verse, Eliot’ s criticism also transformed
twentieth-century letters, and this Modern Library edition includes a selection of

Eliot” s mostimportant essays.
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Thomas Stearns Eliot was born in 1888 in St. Louis, Missouri, and became a British
subjectin 1927. The acclaimed poet of The Waste Lan d, Four Quartets, and Old
Possum's Book of Practical Cats, among numerous other poems, prose, and works of
drama, won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1948. T.S. Eliot died in 1965 in London,
England, and is buried in Westminster Abbey.

Mary Karr is an award-winning poet, essayist, and memoirist. She is also the author of
four books of poetry, Abacus, The Devil” ‘s Tour, Viper Rum, and Sinners Welcome, and
three memoirs, The Liar’ s Club, Cherry, and Lit.
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