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This is the best translated and largest edition of poetry by the Czechs' only Nobel
Prize-winning poet, Jaroslav Seifert (he won the prize'in 1984 and died in 1986). The
poetry is surprising in its simplicity, sensual, thoughtful, moving, comic in turns. Author
Milan Kundera has called this collection “the tangible expression of the nation” s
genius.
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Nobel prize-winning poet Seifert, who died in 1986 at the age of 85, was and remains as
popular among the Czech people as movie stars are amon% Americans. Though he
spoke out throughout his lifetime against the oppression of Nazi and later Soviet rule
in Czechoslovakia, he was protected from retaliation in part by the people's
well-deserved love for him. Seifert is a straightforward, direct, accessible poet who
speaks of common human concerns: aging, lust and longing, reminiscing, love for his
homeland, grief for dead friends.
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