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Since she began publishing her tight lyrics of Chicago's South Side in the 1940s,
Gwendolyn Brooks took her place as one of the most influential American poets of the
20th century, distilling modernist style through the sounds and shapes of a variety of
African-American forms and Idioms. Now Elizabeth Alexander, one of our leading
experts on African-American literature and culture, presents a sweeping new selection
of Brooks's poetry.
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