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Mouth, Lisa Chen's debut collection of poetry, gives voice to things that occur below
the level of hearing or just beyond our notice--fragments of translated stories,
unanswered bits of conversations, the mute assertiveness of a room. In language filled
with humor, insight, and hallucinatory wit, Chen uses fables, instructions, poems
carved in the loneliness of Angel Island barracks, medical reports, classified ads and
reality shows to reach out to "a visitor from the country of you/where I didn't speak the
language." These are poems to delight in and roll around on your tongue. They are at
once a record of and a song for the discarded, overlooked, and unheeded speech that
takes place in between the words we manage to speak but that rarely say what we
want.
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