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A stunning debut from the winner of the National Poetry Series 

In his debut collection, chosen by Mary Karr as a winner of the 2005 National Poetry
Series, Tryfon Tolides weaves together poems that speak of desire, loss, and small joys.
Tolides was born in a tiny village in Greece and his work is rooted in the mountains and
wind and the deep interior of that place; his poems express a longing and a searching
for peace, for home, for beauty, for escape. These poems constitute a lament, whether
they concern themselves with the difficulties of assimilation or the question of whether
it is possible for people to live with one another in a spirit of true understanding. They
prove that the physical and the metaphysical can share residence, can even be one
and the same.
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